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Unscientific deregulation of GMOs puts bees and
nature at risk and violates consumer rights

Brussels, 28 June 2023 – The European Commission’s proposed deregulation of
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) made with new techniques, due to be published on 5
July, ignores potential dangers to the environment, bees and pollinators and human health
and will not allow consumers to know what they’re eating, environmental groups have
warned.

Greenpeace, the ‘Save Bees and Farmers’ ECI coalition and BeeLife have raised the alarm
about the European Commission’s plan, leaked in recent weeks, to exempt GMOs obtained
with ‘new genomic techniques’ (NGTs) from the GMO regulations currently in place, and point
to particular risks for bees and other pollinators.

EU law says that for a GMO to be placed on the market or released for cultivation, it must
first undergo a thorough risk assessment to evaluate the risks to the environment or to
human health. Any authorised GMO must then also be traceable through its entire journey
along the supply chain, and be clearly labelled. Once a GMO product is on the market or in
cultivation, a monitoring plan must be put in place to track if any adverse effects on nature or
people’s health arises.

The European Commission plans to allow GMOs made with newer techniques to access the
market with much looser requirements, or without being subject to them at all. If the
Commission’s proposal was to become law, the majority of new GMOs would have market
access without safety requirements like risk assessment and monitoring. Greenpeace, the
‘Save Bees and Farmers’ ECI coalition and BeeLife are calling for the existing EU laws on
GMOs to continue to apply to GMOs made with these new techniques.

Greenpeace EU GMO campaigner Eva Corral said: “We have to call a spade a spade, and
GMOs by another name are still GMOs. People have a right to know if what they’re buying or
eating contains GMOs, and no GMOs should be on our plates and in the fields without a full
risk assessment and monitoring. The EU Commission wants to exempt the biotech industry’s
shiny new toys from essential safeguards, completely turning a blind eye to any potential
risks.”

BeeLife Scientific Director, Noa Simon said: “It is deeply incoherent for the Commission to
exempt new GMOs from safeguards established by legislation. GM material from old GMOs
pollutes areas far from where the plants are grown, with pollinators even helping with this
spread. The scarce existing data revealed old GMOs had unexpected environmental
dangers. The desperate state of pollinators and biodiversity in Europe, it would be reckless to
allow new GMOs on the market without knowing anything about their impact.”

Helmut Burtscher-Schaden, ‘Save Bees and Farmers’ ECI spokesperson said: “Thirty
years ago, a new technology was introduced to the market with the promise of being safe
and even protecting bees; coating seeds with insecticides called neonicotinoids. This
technology became one of the main drivers of pollinator decline worldwide. This is because
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when this new technology was introduced, scientific knowledge of how it affects the complex
relationship between pollinators and plants was limited. The same is now the case with
GMOs, as the World Biodiversity Council has warned and pointed to the importance of
‘assessment of the risks posed to pollinators by GMO’. If, despite these warnings, the
Commission is going to deregulate and water down risk assessment of new GMOs, it is
acting against the precautionary principle and accepting irresponsible ecological risks.”

The European Court of Justice on new GMOs

In its 2018 ruling, the European Court of Justice found that the risks linked to new
mutagenesis techniques could be similar to those from ‘classic’ GMOs. With this in mind, the
Court said that excluding these new techniques from the existing GMO rules would defeat
the point of those rules – to protect the environment and human health – and would not
respect the precautionary principle.

Pollinators – the European Commission’s blindspot

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) identified genetically modified plants as potential causes of the decline of pollinators
in a 2016 report, which pointed to the importance of “improved assessment of the risks posed
to pollinators by GMO”. The European Court of Auditors concluded in a 2020 report, that the
Commission's initiatives to protect wild pollinators had failed. The Court of Auditors pointed in
its report to six “drivers of pollinator decline” that were not included in the Commission‘s 2018
“Pollinator Initiative”, GMOs being one of them.

Despite these warnings of the risks that GMOs pose for pollinators, the European
Commission is proposing to deregulate them by significantly watering down or even
removing the risk assessment procedure for GMOs made with newer techniques.

The IPBES recommended further study of the potential drivers of the decline in pollinator
numbers. However, GMOs (made with old or new techniques) have not been considered or
mentioned in European Commission proposals intended to protect bees and other
pollinators.

A new report by BeeLife, scheduled to be published in autumn 2023, will reveal more
information on potential risks that GMO plants pose for pollinators.

Next steps

The European Commission is scheduled to publish its proposal on 5 July. After this, the
European Parliament will decide which committee takes the lead on forming the Parliament’s
position on the proposal, and national governments will decide which ministers will be in
charge of agreeing their joint position.

Contacts:

Eva Corral, Greenpeace EU GMO/Glyphosate campaigner, +32 479 60 12 89,
eva.corral@greenpeace.org,

Helmut Burtscher-Schaden, ‘Save Bees and Farmers’ ECI spokesperson, +43 699 14
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2000 34, helmut.burtscher@global2000.at

Noa Simon, BeeLife Scientific Director: +32 486 973 920, simon@bee-life.eu

Greenpeace EU press desk: +32 2 274 1911, pressdesk.eu@greenpeace.org

Selina Englmayer, GLOBAL 2000 – Friends of the Earth Austria press officer: +43 699
14 2000 26, selina.englmayer@global2000.at

This press briefing is also available on: www.greenpeace.eu, www.bee-life.eu and
www.global2000.at (in German)

For breaking news and comment on EU affairs: www.twitter.com/GreenpeaceEU,
www.twitter.com/BeeLifeEU and https://twitter.com/BeesEci

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning network that acts to change attitudes and
behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. We do not accept
donations from governments, the EU, businesses or political parties. Greenpeace has over
three million supporters, and 26 independent national and regional organisations with offices
in more than 55 countries.
EU Transparency Register: 9832909575-41

BeeLife European Beekeeping Coordination is an NGO initially formed by professionals of
the beekeeping sector from different countries of the European Union. BeeLife works for the
protection of pollinators in Europe, highlighting their value for nature and people. With over
20 members (beekeeping and farming associations) from 11 different European countries,
BeeLife links policy, science and field observations to promote a more sustainable future for
pollinators and their role in ecosystems.
EU Transparency Register: 500209049560-47

The “Save Bees and Farmers” European Citizens’ Initiative are 1.1 million European citizens,
demanding an end to pesticides. We want an environmentally-friendly agriculture for
sustainable production of healthy food. We ask for support for farmers to work with nature.
Two legal proposals in the EU support pesticide reduction and the restoration of nature.
“Save Bees and Farmers” alliance is a network of over 140 environmental NGOs, farmer and
beekeeper organisations, charitable foundations and scientific institutions distributed
throughout the European Union, working together to reconcile agriculture, health and
biodiversity.

mailto:helmut.burtscher@global2000.at
mailto:simon@bee-life.eu
mailto:pressdesk.eu@greenpeace.org
mailto:selina.englmayer@global2000.at
http://www.greenpeace.eu
http://www.bee-life.eu
http://www.global2000.at
http://www.twitter.com/GreenpeaceEU
http://www.twitter.com/BeeLifeEU
https://twitter.com/BeesEci

